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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In response to the Communication dated January 27, 2004, claims 1-49 are active 
in this application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed January 27, 2004 has been considered. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1 -49 are allowable over the prior art of record. ^ 

4. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: the prior art of records does not show (in addition to other elements in 
the claim) the following: 

• Applying a gate voltage to the control gate relative to a reference voltage, a 
source voltage to the source relative to the reference voltage, and a drain voltage 
to the drain relative to the reference voltage, in an operation to induce charge 
transfer to the charge storage element and establish, in an operation to induce 
transfer to the charge storage element and establish a threshold voltage for the 
memory cell. 

• A program controller coupled to the decoding circuitry and to the voltage supply 
circuit, the program controller adapted to execute a self-converging program 
operation for a selected memory cell to induce charge transfer to the charge 
storage element and establish a threshold voltage for the selected memory cell. 
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• A program controller coupled to the decoding circuitry and to the voltage supply 
circuit, the program controller adapted to execute a program operation for a 
selected memory cell to induce charge transfer to the charge storage element on 
first and second sides of the memory cell, and establish threshold voltages on 
the first and second sides of the selected memory cell, the program operation 
including storing more than one bit of information in each of the first and second 
sides of the memory cell. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the Issue Fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the Issue Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael T. Tran whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1795. 

7. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-1650. 

— 

Michael T. Tran 




